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A CLOSED CONFERENCE ON CYSLEXIA ANC RELATED LEARNING 
DISORDERS WAS HELD AT SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE COLLEGE ON MAY 15 
ANC 16, 1967. TWENTY-FIVE PARTICIPANTS REPRESENTED KEY 
PROFESSIONS AND RELEVANT INTEREST GROUPS, AND 10 OBSERVERS 
REPRESENTED FEDERAL AGENCIES. WITH RESPECT TO CYSLEXIA ANC 
RELATEC LEARNING DISABILITIES, THE CONFEREES ACBRESSEC THEIR 
ATTENTIONS TO THE AREAS OF RESEARCH, DIAGNOSIS ANC 
EVALUATION, TEACHER PREPARATION, AND CORRECTIVE EDUCATION. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ENDORSED THE REPORTS OF THE FOUR 
WORKING GROUPS AND RECOMMENCED THAT A COMMISSION OF 
NONFECERAL SPECIALISTS BE APPOINTED AT THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE 
NATIONAL LEVEL TO (A) EXAMINE THE PROBLEM AREA IN DETAIL, (B) 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE NEED FOR A CONTINUING 
NATIONAL PROGRAM TO CEAL WITH THE PROBLEM, AND (C) DEVELOP 
GUIDELINES FOR ESTABLISHING A PROGRAM. A MAIL SURVEY OF THE 
59 CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS CONCERNING AN INVENTORY OF 
ACTIVITY IN THE FIELD IS INCLUDED. (BK) 
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The research reported herein was performed pursuant to a 
grant from the Office of Education, U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. Contractors undertaking 
such projects under Government sponsorship are encouraged 
to express freely their professional judgment in the 
conduct of the project. Points of view or op i n i ons stated 
do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Office 
of Education position or policy. 
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I NTRODUCT ION 



The Research Conference on the Problem of Dyslexia and 
Related Disorders in Public Schools of the United States 
was proposed by Southwest Texas State College; funded by 
grant from the United States Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, Office of Education; and held in San Marcos, 

Texas, on May 15 and 16, 1967- 

The purpose of the conference was to assess at the 
highest level of competence the state of knowledge, the 
facilities, the programs, the efforts, and the current needs 
in the problem area of school children whose presenting 
complaint is overall academic deficiency but who have the 
basic potential for learning. Since language disability, 
manifest in defective reading, is an overt symptom in most 
of these children the term dyslexia was used in proposing 
the conference. It was recognized, however, that specific 
reading disability does not always occur in isolation. 

Frequently there are specific disabilities of cognitive 
function in understanding speech, speaking, and/or writing 
as well as in reading. Therefore, disorders related to 
dyslexia were also proposed for consideration by the conference. 

The conference addressed itself to four specified areas 
of the problem of dyslexia and related disorders in the 
schools of the United States: a) recent and needed research, 
b) current and needed facilities for diagnosing and e v a < u a t - 
ing pupils, c) available and needed programs for preparing 
teachers, and d) available and needed programs for the 
corrective education of pupils. 

Following notification of the grant award enabling such 
a conference an executive committee was appointed. This 
committee met on February 26, 1967, for the purpose of select- 

ing conferees, and planning procedures. At this meeting it 
was proposed to the project director that a supplemental 
grant be requested to increase the number of conference par - 
ticipants from the originally proposed fifteen to twenty- 
six. This committee felt the necessity for inviting the 
larger number because of the wide spectum of professions 
and organizations relevant to and interested in dyslexia 



1 See Appendix A, pp. 31-^3 for Grant Proposal. 



